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PROCESS
and 
TIMELINE

2012
A Un iver s i ty -w ide  conver sat ion  began

2013-2014
Gen Ed  Task  Force  de l iberates  models  

and makes  recommendat ions

2015-2016
Facul ty  Senate  implementat ion  repor ts  

f rom Un iver s i t y  Facu l ty  Senate

2016-2017
Format ion  o f  Of f i ce  fo r  Genera l  Educat ion

SUMMER/ FALL 2018
New requi rements  s tar t  fo r  s tudents



UPDATED LEARNING OBJECTIVES
EF F ECT IV E  CO M M UN ICAT IO N

K EY  L IT ERACIES  e .g .  qu a nt i t a t i ve ,  he a l t h ,  i n te rc u l t u r a l ,  

h i s to r i c a l ,  a e s t het i c ,  l i ng u i s t i c ,  sc ie n t i f i c

CRIT ICA L  A N D  A N A LY T ICA L  T H IN K IN G

IN T EGRAT IV E  T H IN K IN G

CREAT IV E  T H IN K IN G

GLO B A L  L EA RN IN G

S O CIA L  RES PO N S IB IL IT Y  A N D  ET H ICA L  REA S O N IN G



Foundation Courses 
(1 5  c r e d i t s  a nd  C  o r  b et te r )
Quant i f icat ion (GQ)  – 6 credi ts
Wri t ing and Speaking (GWS)  – 9 credi ts

Domain Courses 
(3 0  c r e d i t s  i nc lu d ing  6  I n tegr a t i ve  S t u d i es  c r ed i t s )  
Ar ts  (GA)  – 6 credi ts
Humanit ies  (GH)  – 6 credi ts  
Heal th  and Wel lness  (GHW) – 3 credi ts  
Natural  Sc iences (GN) – 9 credi ts  
Socia l  and Behaviora l  Sc iences (GS)  – 6 credi ts  

NEW REQUIREMENTS



INTEGRATIVE STUDIES - Inter-Domain
• Integrates, within one course, selected perspectives, concepts, 

information, and knowledge from two of the knowledge 
domains (GA, GH, GHW, GN, GS)

• Be at least 3 credits

• Each of the two knowledge domains will receive approximately 
equal attention

• Include assessments to determine students’ ability to apply 
integrative thinking as well as other General Education 
objectives addressed in the course 



INTEGRATIVE STUDIES - Linked Courses

• 2 or more courses that link in some substantial way

• may be used toward integrative studies requirement or regular domain 
course requirement if link is not taken

• Linked courses approach similar subject matter from different intellectual 
perspectives or are connected in some other purposeful way

• Each course used to satisfy the requirement must represent a different 
knowledge domain (GA, GH, GHW, GN, GS)

• Sets of linked courses may contain more than 2 courses to increase 
flexibility for students

• Include assessments to determine students’ ability to apply integrative 
thinking as well as other general education objectives addressed in the 
course 



The seed grants are designed 
to create the capacity for the 
university to offer Integrative 

Studies as a General Education 
requirement to students.



SEED GRANT PRIORITIES and 
REVIEW CRITERIA

Courses that are 
expected to have broad 

student and faculty 
appeal.

Courses originating from 
teams that cross 

campus and college 
borders.

Courses that reflect the 
General Education 
learning objectives, 

specifically Integrative 
Thinking.

Courses that are 
transferable to a range 
of University campuses 
and that engage faculty 

from different units. 

Quality of Student 
Learning and Student 
Learning Experience 

assessment plan.



OPTIONAL 
COLLABORATIONS

Teaching and Learn ing wi th  
Technology
Dig i ta l  F luency
Open Educat ional  
Resources(TLT/L ibrar ies)
Univers i ty  L ibrar ies
Wor ld  Campus
Schreyer  Honors  Col lege
Susta inabi l i t y  Inst i tute



SEED GRANT EXPECTATIONS

Signed Course 
Development 

Agreement

Work will be 
completed over 
summer 2018.

A complete course 
syllabus including 
learning outcomes 
& course content

Assignments and 
assessments of 

student learning

A reading list, 
course materials 

and course 
resources

Sample assessments 
for evaluation of 

General Education 
objectives 

Curricular Proposal 
through the Faculty 

Senate process

Participation in 
workshops



SEED GRANT 
TIMELINE
• F eb  2 6 th  – p ro p o sa ls  due
• End  o f  M a rch  – f u n de d  p ro p o sa ls  

a nno unced
• Summer  2 0 1 8  – K i ck  o f f  s y mp o s i um 

i nc lud i ng  a w a rde e s  f ro m la s t  y e a r
• Sta r t  o f  summer  – f i r s t  h a l f  o f  a w a rd  

mo ney  d i sp e rsed
• Summer  – w o rks  ge ts  do ne
• End  o f  summer/ea r l y  f a l l  – p ro p o sa l  

submi t ted  to  th e  f a cu l t y  sena te  a nd  
seco nd  h a l f  o f  a w a rd  mo ney  
d i sp e rsed
• F A 1 9 /SP2 0  – o f f e r  co u rses  i f  

p o ss i b le   ( X 9 7  mo de l )



APPLICATION DETAILS
Descr ip t ion

i n t e n d e d  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t  a n d  m i l e s t o n e s  o f  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  a s s e s s m e n t s  
t o  b e  d e v e l o p e d  o v e r  t h e  s u m m e r

P lan
To  e v a l u a t e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  w e l l  a s  
s t u d e n t  l e a r n i n g

Co l labora t ions
n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e v e l o p  s u c h  a  c o u r s e .

Budget
R e f l e c t i n g  f a c u l t y  s a l a r y  s u p p l e m e n t  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n s e s .

Suppor t
F r o m  d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s o r
i n c l u d i n g  c o m m e n t s  a b o u t  S H C  i f  n e e d e d
S e c o n d  f r o m  A s s o c i a t e  D e a n  i f  W o r l d  C a m p u s  i s  i n v o l v e d



AWARD AMOUNTS
• up  to  $5 ,000  fo r  rev i s i ng  a  cou rse  and  up  to  $8 ,000  fo r  

deve lop ing  a  comp le te l y  new cou rse  des igned  by  a  s i ng le  
f acu l t y  membe r  

• up  to  $15 ,000  fo r  p ro jec t s  t ha t  b r i ng  toge the r  mu l t i p l e  
f acu l t y  membe rs  

• p roposa l s  may  i nc lude  reques ts  o f  up  to  $1 ,000  fo r  anc i l l a r y  
expenses  

• awa rds  may  i nc lude  w rap  a round  suppo r t ,  se r v i ces ,  o r  
add i t i ona l  f und ing  f rom o the r  Un i ve r s i t y  un i t s  as  desc r ibed  
be low 

• may  no t  i nc lude  s tuden t ,  s t a f f ,  o r  re t i red  f acu l t y  sa l a r y



PRE-PROPOSAL RESOURCES

GenEd Facul ty  Scholars -gened.psu.edu

Schreyer  Inst i tute  for  Teaching 
Excel lence – SITE@PSU.EDU

Suppor t ing uni ts  -

Sustainabi l i ty :  Peter  Buckland

SHC:  Keefe Manning

World  Campus:  Lynne Johnson

Librar ies/OER:  Rebecca Mi l ler

TLT/Dig i ta l  F luency:  Ky le  Bowen



Partner ing with University Librar ies

Rebecca  K . M i l l e r, M SL S, M A Ed
Head, L i b r a r y  Lea r n i ng  Ser v i ces



Learning outcomes

• R esea r ch  s t r a t eg i es  a n d  r eso u r ces
• D i sco v e r y  o f  n ew  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h r o u g h  e f f ec t i v e  sea r ch i n g
• P r o d u c t i o n  a n d  v a l u e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  
• Cr i t i c a l l y  e v a l u a t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n
• E n g a g i n g  i n  sch o l a r l y  co n v e r sa t i o n s  a n d  co m m u n i t i e s  o f  

l e a r n i n g
• E t h i ca l l y  a n d  e f f ec t i v e l y  c r ea t i n g  a n d  co m m u n i ca t i n g  n ew  

k n o w l ed g e



Partnership 
strategies 
and options

• One-t ime consu l ta t ion
• Ass ignment  des ign
• Lesson p lan des ign
• Research sk i l l s  o r  in fo rmat ion l i te racy 

workshop 
• Plug and p lay  tu to r ia ls  and modules 
• Ass is tance w i th  course mater ia ls  

( read ings,  med ia ,  open educat iona l  
resources,  o ther  too ls )
• Canvas course in tegra t ion 
• Assessment  



Further resources 
• Tuto r i a l s :  h t tps : / / l i b ra r ies .psu.edu/gu ides/howto

• I n fo rmat ion  l i te racy  badges:  
h t tp : / /s i tes .psu.edu/ in fo rmat ion l i te racybadges/

• Sub jec t  and course  gu ides :  
h t tps : / / l i b ra r ies .psu.edu/gu ides

• I n fo rmat ion  l i te racy  modu les :  
h t tp : / /gu ides . l ib ra r ies .psu.edu/c .php?g=516093&p=5
322841



CONTACT US

Rebecca Miller

Head, Library 
Learning Services

rkm17@psu.edu

Maggie Slattery

Director, Office 
for General 
Education

mjs436@psu.edu

Kyle Bowen

Director, Education 
Technology 

Services

kdb23@psu.edu


